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Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Healing of 
the Nations Foundation, will preach 
at the Temple September 5.  A 
complete preacher schedule can be 

found on p. 5. 

 
    Newsletter of the Ocean Park Association 
                  Chautauqua By-The-Sea 

 � Volume 30 - Issue 1 - January 2010       “More than just a day at the beach…”  � 
  

GUEST PREACHERS ANNOUNCED  
 

The 2010 guest preacher 
schedule features a variety 
of well-known orators and 
spiritual perspectives.   
Returning from last 
summer are Ocean Park 
favorites Peter Gomes and 
Tony Campolo, plus two 
well-received 2009 new-
comers: Elaine Hewes and 
Hillel Katzir.  Joining us 
again after several years’ 
absence are Margaret 
Hess and Rock Jones.  
Newcomers to Ocean Park 
in 2010 will be James 
Forbes, Thomas Tewell, 
Carl Arico, and Caroline 
Meyers.   
 

Our guest speakers reflect the spiritual breadth of the 
Ocean Park community.  Some are nationally known and 
some are known mainly to their congregations; among the 
speakers for 2010 there are professors, a university 
president, and a seminary student; there is a leader in 
contemplative prayer, a variety of Protestant ministers, a 
Catholic priest, and a Jewish rabbi.  
 
A complete schedule of the 2010 guest preachers can be 
found on page 5; don’t forget to clip it and save on your 
refrigerator!

IN THE BLACK AGAIN:  
YOUR SUPPORT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE! 
 
To view the OPA budget results for 2009, see pg. 3. 
 
OPA had a good program year and a good financial year 
as well.  Your generosity pushed unrestricted funds into 
the black by $9,000 and restricted funds by $21,000.   
 
Annual Fund and Sunday plate contributions were up 
over last year, annual memberships were level, and we 
received a special $10,000 one-time gift.  Additionally, 
Ocean Park Realty paid a dividend for the first time to 
the OPA.  Restricted funds were increased by life 
memberships and gifts to the Mary Scalise, Carolyn 
Barstow, and other funds. 
 
Inclusion of the Shuster retirement dinner in 2008 
accounts for the decrease in program income and 
expenses in 2009.  Operations costs were increased by 
the engagement of consultants to help us with the 
historical neighborhood survey of buildings and of a 
lawyer to successfully represent us in an IRS audit of our 
tax exempt status.  A pre-Christmas present was IRS 
affirmation of our 501(c)3 tax exempt status!      
 
Thanks to all of you for your support - financial and 
otherwise - of OPA! 
 
Don’t forget, you can opt to have your Annual Fund gift 
automatically deducted monthly or quarterly from your 
checking, debit, or credit card account.  Call the OPA 
Office at (207) 934-9068 or email opa@oceanpark.org 
for more information. 
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Walt Dowling conquors the 2009 Christmas mail rush! 

 

KEEPING BUSY IN THE WINTER TIME 
 
“It must be awfully quiet around here in the winter!”  As the summer 
progresses, we hear this comment with greater frequency.  The idea 
that the quietude of winter brings a slower pace to the OPA office and 
the Ocean Park Post Office is a common misconception; in fact, 
nothing could be further from the truth.  As the photograph shows, the 
Post Office has a lot to keep up with even though the ‘season’ is over.  
In addition to processing mail for over 200 year-round residents, the 
Ocean Park Post Office handles mail for The Pines, bulk mail for the 
Association and acts as a central spot for community news and updates, 
events, and general information. 
 
Ocean Park native Ellen Clark remembers the Post Office when it 
began in the 1940’s.  “It started out in the old Hotel, with Mr. Hamilton 
as the Post Master,” she recalls, “and back then it was only a seasonal 
position.”  The Post Office eventually moved to the Cheney Cottage, 
located in what is now the Prophet’s Chamber.  This move also marked 
the advent of a year-round post office, with heat for the winter provided 
by a large portable heater.  The Post Office relocated once again to the 
Ricker Cottage when Ellen’s husband, John Clark (who was also Police 
Chief, as many Ocean Parkers will remember from their youth) became 
Post Master in 1960.   
 
“In the early days of the Post Office (1940’s and 50’s) the mail came by train and so did the people.  There were only 
about 60 families living here year-round, but every family that had a house here always had a room for rent.”  Visiting 
families also stayed longer, often for a month or more.  “It was very easy to get to know everybody,” says Ellen.  When 
asked if she thought the Post Office was busier in her day, Ellen is quick to add: “Well everything came by mail in those 
days.”  There was no Maine Mall, no internet.  “Of course, today’s Post Office handles a lot more big mailing tasks (for 
example, the Bell Tower,) there are many more year-round residents, and a lot more paperwork to fill out - but it has 
never been quiet in the Post Office over the winter!”  Ellen goes on to note that the Post Office “is also a meeting place 
for year-round residents to touch base with each other every day.  Win, Walter, Richard, Margaret, and Dick do a great 
job of keeping us informed and amused.”  Which reminds us all that neither rain, nor sleet, nor gloom of night, (nor 
summer tourists, nor winter holiday rush,) will keep these courageous couriers from swift completion of their appointed 
rounds! 
 

 

OPA MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

The first of the 2010 membership renewal reminders have gone out to those members who’ve renewed in January and 
February of last year.  As additional reminders follow, we hope that the new format will make it easier for you to keep 
track of when it’s time to renew.  
 
Membership is essential to the vitality of Ocean Park; members provide input and leadership in the direction of the 
Association, they are active in the operations of programs like Ocean Park Tennis, Illumination Night, and the Fourth of 
July celebration.  Don’t forget that an OPA membership is a wonderful way to commemorate a birthday, wedding, or 
other special day! 

 
Welcome New Members! 

 
Laurie Jordan � Kim and Tom Morgan � Lindsay Schuyler � Ruth and David Farrar* 

 
 *these names were spelled incorrectly in the last issue of the Bell Tower. 
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2010 OCEAN PARK MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 

This year’s Ocean Park Music Festival proudly features a wide variety of Maine artists.  All concerts are held in The 
Temple and begin at 7:30 pm.  We invite you to check out the OPA website (www.oceanpark.org) and click on the 
“Music Festival” link at the left for more information about the upcoming season. 
 

DATE PERFORMER DATE PERFORMER 

 
July 11 PORTopera Emerging Artists  August 8 Seaglass Performing Arts 
 
July 18 Schooner Fare  August 15 Temple Choir Concert 
 
July 25 Boston Saengerfest Men’s Chorus  August 22 Royal River Chorus 
 
August 1 Portland Jazz Orchestra 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 SUMMER PREACHER SCHEDULE 

 

DATE  SPEAKER  AFFILIATION 

 
June 27  Rev. Dr. Thomas Tewell CF Foundation, Atlanta, GA; former pastor of the 5th 

Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, NY 

July 4  Rev. Dr. Margaret Hess Adjunct faculty, Andover-Newton Theological School 

July 11  Bill Walsh Seminary student; former youth minister, First Parish 
Church, Saco, ME 

July 18  Rev. Elaine Hewes Pastor, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bangor, ME 

July 25  Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo  President, Evangelical Association for the Promotion of 
Education, St. Davids, PA 

August 1  Rev. Prof. Peter Gomes Senior Minister, Harvard Memorial Church, Cambridge, 
MA 

August 8  Rev. Rock Jones President, Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, OH 
  Communion Service 

August 15  Fr. Carl Arico Vice-President, Contemplative Outreach, Ltd., Butler, NJ 

August 22  Rev. Caroline Meyers Pastor, South Congregational Church, Amherst, MA 

August 29  Rabbi Hillel Katzir Temple Shalom, Auburn, ME 

September 5 Rev. Dr. James Forbes Healing of the Nations Foundation, New York; retired 
Senior Minister, Riverside Church, New York, NY 

Seaglass Performing Arts appears at the Temple on August 8. 
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Item Description Item Price S & H 
 
Weekly Service CD’s $10.00 
  (shipping & handling, add $3.00) 
 
Temple seat cushions $25.00 
  (shipping & handling, add $5.00) 
 
Christmas Ornaments: 
 
 
 
 
 
125th Anniversary Items: 
 
 Commemorative Throw $50.00 
  (S&H: $10.00) 

 Commemorative Plate $45.00 
  (S&H: $10.00) 

 Winch/Gwalthney Book:  $30.00 
 “Celebration…125 Years” (S&H: $5.00) 

 Keene Book:  $5.00 
 25 years (supplemental)  (S&H: $1.00) 

 Keepsake Book (reprint):  $5.00 
 “Souvenir of Ocean Park”  (S&H: $1.00) 
 
Note: if you’d like to order the 125-year book plus an 
additional book, please include only $5.00 total for 
shipping & handling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAXES:   

 sending  $4.00/pg. 
 additional pages: $1.00/ea. 

 receiving  $1.00/page 
 
COPIES:   

B&W  $0.15/ea. 
 10+ copies: $0.10/ea. 

Color  $0.30/ea. 
 10+ copies: $0.25/ea. 
 
WIRELESS INTERNET daily: $5.00 
 weekly: $15.00 
 monthly: $25.00 

 
OOB TRASH BAGS:   $1.50 each 

OCEAN PARK ASSOCIATION PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

The OPA Office, located in Jakeman Hall at 14 Temple Ave., offers an array of Ocean Park items for sale, 
as well as many services like photocopying, facsimile sending and receiving, and Town of Old Orchard 
Beach trash bags.  Prices for items and services are as follows: 
 

 

Ocean Park Association  

Winter Office Hours: 
phone: (207) 934-9068 | fax: (207) 934-2823 

 
 Monday – Friday:  9 AM – 5 PM 

  
 Closed on the following holidays in 2010:   

 New Year’s Day - January 1 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day - January 18 
President’s Day - February 15 
Memorial Day - May 31 
Labor Day - September 6 
Columbus Day - October 11 
Thanksgiving - November 25 

 Christmas Eve - December 24 
 

Additional closings will be posted at the 
office and noted on the OPA voicemail. 

 

Service Description 
Product Description 

All Christmas ornaments are now on sale for $5 each 
(shipping & handling, add $2.00) and are also 
available at Cottage Designs Gift Shop.  Please call for 
availability of ornaments prior to ordering. 

Ocean Park Post Office Hours:    
phone: (207) 934-1627 

 

 Monday – Friday* 8 AM – 12 PM 
  1 PM – 5 PM 

 Saturday: 8 AM – 12 PM  

*The Post Office window is closed from 12 PM to 1 PM, M – F; 
the lobby is open during this time. 
 
The Post Office is closed on all State and Federal Holidays. 
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 CURRENT LISTINGS:  SOLD: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

bvxtÇ ctÜ~ extÄàç axãábvxtÇ ctÜ~ extÄàç axãábvxtÇ ctÜ~ extÄàç axãábvxtÇ ctÜ~ extÄàç axãá 
14 Temple Avenue 

P.O. Box 7518 

Ocean Park, ME 04063 
 

maddie@oceanparkrealty.com Maddie Paquette 
Broker/Realtor 

ocean park: 
 
Whispering Sands #3 $169,000 
Price Reduced! 
 
17 Mass. Ave. $265,000 
 
25 Connecticut Ave. $325,000 
Price Reduced! 

ocean park: 
 
25 Oceana Ave. $220,000 
 
17 Manor Ave. $130,000 
 

old orchard beach: 
 
42 Fern Ave. $160,000 
 

Maddie’s Helpful Hints: Tips for Air Travel 

There is no doubt that air travel has become more and more of a hassle nowadays, with long lines at the ticket 
counter and security stations, but if you must fly, here are a few tips to help make the trip more comfortable: 

• Don’t fly within 12 hours of dental work: the change in atmospheric pressure as the plane lifts off can cause 
severe pain. 

• Carry your medical history with you: bring a one-page note or business card-sized health summary with you 
when you travel.  Be sure to include your blood type, allergies, eyeglass prescription, current medications, and 
any pre-existing medical conditions.  Carry this info in your wallet or passport. 

• Purchase traveler’s insurance before you go.  Have insurance for your home or auto?  Chances are, the same 
company offers traveler’s insurance, and will offer a discount to their existing customers.   

• Avoid airline snacks.  If you’re lucky enough to be on a flight that offers free snacks and drinks, say “thanks 
but no thanks.”  Lots of packaged snacks have empty calories, which can spike your blood sugar and leave you 
feeling miserable in a crowded plane. 

Ocean Park Realty is a subsidiary of the Ocean 

Park Association and a full-service brokerage that 

can serve your real estate needs throughout 

Southern Maine.  If you’re looking to purchase or 

sell your cottage, home, or condo, or if you’re 

looking for a seasonal rental, call or stop by the 

realty office in Jakeman Hall, 14 Temple Avenue, 

or call (207) 934-9068 x209. 

 

Maddie is always ready to help you! 

25 Connecticut Ave. - quiet setting & a walk to the beach! 




